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Podcast 

iPod + broadcasting. 

  a series of digital media files (either audio or video) 
released episodically and often downloaded through 
web syndication 

  digital recording available on the net in order to allow 
the downloading to PC or personal audio players 
automatically  
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Podcasting 

  Audio and video 

  Subscription (free) 

  Automatically download 
or alert 

  Use of mobile devices 

  Personal playlist of 
multimedia contents 

 

 A podcast works like a 
subscription to a 
periodical: 
 

PC or smartphone or other 
devices are the mailbox 

the client is the postman 

the author is the publishing 
house 

 
The subscriber / student regularly receives media files and 

can hear/watch them how and when he/she wants 
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Cos’è il podcasting 
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Listening / Watching 

  The first step to understand and then build a podcast is to 
hear a lot of them! 

  Two ways to listen to / watch a podcast: 
  BASIC: link, download, listening 
  PODCATCHER: the podcatcher (aggregator or feeder) is a 

program that is used to automate the downloading of 
podcasts without having to physically connection to the site 
and manually download the mp3 file (Juice, iTunes) 
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Ascoltare un podcast 
iTunes 
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iTunes Store 
 
Indipendent / Radio Podcast 
 
Web 2.0 
 
Not easy to go in the top ten 
 
Product / content is more important 
than the author 
 
You can search or browse 
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iTunesU 
A powerful tool for 

 Education (not a LMS 
platform) 
 Community 
 Vocational guidance 
 Promotion 
 iTunesU Power Search 

 

Podcasting and Digital History – Enrica Salvatori 

Author is as  
important as content 



Radio / TV podcast 
  Le otto della sera 

  Tre colori 

  BBC History Magazine 

  Military Channel Video Podcast 
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High quality production, good 
quality of content, ordinary 

problem of popular 
broadcasting 



“Amateur” Podcasts  
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“Amateur” Podcasts  
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“Amateur” Podcasts  
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  Powerfull or Interesting audio/video archives  
  Black Media Archive (William K. Gordon) 
  Great Speeches in History (http://www.learnoutloud.com) 

  Wide or narrow subjects 
  Irish History Podcast 
  English Heritage 
  Military History Podcast 
  Orvieto storia 



Other authors… 
 Museum 
Arizona State Museum 
International Spy Museum 

  Press houses 

 Laterza - lezioni di storia 

  Happenings 
Festival dell’Economia – Trento 
Chicago Humanities Festival 
 
  Historic Area / Park 
Colonial Williamsburg 
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Other authors.. 
Increasing use of podcasting by museums, exhibitions, press 
houses. This means 

  New job opportunities for young “historians” 

  New channels to share high quality knowledge 

  New communities for public history 
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Recording the lesson 
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  Simple to do: a notebook, an audio-software, a fast post 
production 

  Not easy to listen:  background noise, breaks, unstable 
voice, repetition, mistakes 

  Some solutions:  
  Time, money and help… as usual! 
  Softwares recording voice and screen 
  Podcast producer : encodes, publishes and distributes 

podcasts 
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Recording 

TOOLS 

1.  A notebook 

2.  A microphone: a cheap one, preferably stable, 
condenser, pop filter (shield). 

3.  Broadband Internet Access 

4.  Audio or video software: Audacity, Amadeus, Finalcut 
Pro, etc. 
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Writing 

 Write a text to read is not easy 
The main goal is to catch listeners’ attention then: 

 You have to know well what you want to talk about, how 
and who is your target. 

 
The length of the podcast depends on the subject and the 
target 

 If you create audio podcasts about art, history, literature, 
etc. ... the length should be from 20 to 30 minutes each 
episode; after the listener is bored and loses focus 
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Writing 

The most important steps to achieve a good text are: 

  Write the text (it is essential to know the subject!) 

  Read it aloud 

  Correct the  too long and convoluted sentences 

  Give the text the structure of a “play”  a plot 
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Recording 
 

  Do not make the listener aware you are reading: act 

  Keep the microphone at least 15 cm from the mouth, always talking towards the same 
direction 

  Listen to yourself critically 

  Beware the background noise 

  Do not create references in the text; do not to refer 
to images if you don’t show them 
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Post- production 
  Erase repetitions, pauses, noise, mistakes 

  Mix with music if you need it or want (podsafe music) 

  Put a jingle at the beginning and at the end with spoken metatada. 
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Publication  
Feed RSS 

  The RSS feed lets you 
subscribe to a blog, site, 
podcast using an aggregator 
software 

  these feeds are written in XML  

  The developer Dave Winer in 
October 2004 managed to 
change the feed in order to 
share multimedia attachments. 

  Really Simple Syndication 
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To practice  
Authomatic platforms 

  Odeo 

  Podomatic 

  Moodle (plugins) 
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